
2012 new 
Products …  
page 6

Spring 
2012

CLaaS wins 
ae50 award – 
QUaDRanT 
3300 … page 7

Get Connected – 
Socially … page 4

harvest times
ht

rolls off the line  page 3

30,000th JAGUAR



h
a

rv
e

st
 t

im
e

s 
   

 S
p

ri
ng

 2
01

2

2

features

maD JaG Winner!

 3 30,000 JaGUaR Forage  
  harvesters & Still Going Strong

 4 Keeping You Connected –  
  in Real Time 

 6 Product Focus: 2012's  
  new Forage all-Stars

 7 Giving more Power to  
  alternative energy Producers

 7 QUaDRanT 3300 Takes home  
  2012 ae50 award

 8  CLaaS at the USChi Convention

 8 You're invited: CLaaS  
  Plant Tours 

 

When we flip the calendar next year, CLAAS 
will celebrate its 100th anniversary—and it’s 
amazing how far we’ve come. The company’s 
innovations started with a single bill hook 

knotter and today include yet another milestone: the 30,000th JAGUAR forage harvester, 
which rolled off the production line last fall. 

In an era where technology is constantly changing, time seems to move faster than ever. 
Thanks to growers whose high standards in forage equipment continue to keep us challenged, 
we've been driven to innovate at a much faster pace than ever before. 

In this issue of Harvest Times, we look at some of the new ideas that are driving our company 
forward, from ultra-efficient technologies to emerging markets. You’ll see how we're working to 
make your job easier and more efficient than ever before. And you'll learn how our experience 
in the European biogas industry could soon impact your own operations here in North 
America. Plus, you’ll find out how we’re helping bring our growers and CLAAS even closer, 
thanks to the real-time reality captured in our social technologies. So take a moment, log on 
and drop us a line at contactus@claas.com. We’d love to hear from you!

Bob Armstrong, Editorial Director 
Vice President of Product & Marketing

making 
history

JAGUAR owners have been fans of the 
MAD JAG Parts Rebate program ever 
since it debuted in 2005. Last year, we put 
a new spin on it. Anyone who submitted a 
qualifying rebate form on 150 select wear 
parts was entered into a special drawing. 
One lucky JAGUAR owner would earn 
10% off of EVERY part purchased during 
the year, in addition to the parts ordered 
on their rebate form. 

We have a winner: 

Jerry Hull
Thornapple Farm, Leicester, NY
Dealer: Lamb & Webster,  
North Java & Springville, NY

Jerry is the proud owner of a JAGUAR 880. He started his operation in 1979 with eight 
cows. Today, he milks 650 and works 1,250 acres with his wife, Darlene, and children, 
Kelly, Dan and Amy. Congratulations, Jerry, from CLAAS and Lamb & Webster.

Watch for another winner in 2012! 
We’ll be drawing another winner this fall/winter and will publish the winner’s name in a 
future issue of Harvest Times. If you’re a JAGUAR owner and currently do not receive 
the valuable MAD JAG Parts Rebate mailing from us, please e-mail your name and 
address to Kelly.Snider@claas.com. 

Pictured left to right: Dave Pingrey, Parts Manager, Lamb 
& Webster, North Java, NY; Winner Jerry Hull, Thornapple 
Farm, Leicester, NY; and Earl LaGrou, Lamb & Webster 
and former Eastern Division Regional Program Manager, 
CLAAS of America Inc.

Timeline:
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30,000 JAGUAR 
Forage Harvesters 
& Still Going Strong
a Celebration Nearly 40 Years 
in the Making

When august Claas first set up shop in 1913, he wanted to make his mark by 
manufacturing a quality agricultural machinery product that met a need in the 
marketplace. Little did he know just how far his company would go … from getting the 
first patent for a knotter that would efficiently bind straw to – nearly 100 years later – 
becoming a household name for producers around the world. 

This year, we celebrate yet another milestone for CLaaS and for one of its premier 
products. The 30,000th JaGUaR forage harvester was produced last november, nearly 
40 years after the very first JaGUaR entered the marketplace. Today, one out of every 
two forage machines in the global market is a JaGUaR.

The JaGUaR story started in 1972 with the 60 SF, the first two-row self-propelled corn 
forage harvester made by CLaaS. The next year, CLaaS introduced the JaGUaR 80 SF; 
in 1975, the JaGUaR 70 SF debuted as a two-row harvester. 

By the end of 1975—in just two years—more than 500 JaGUaR harvesters had been 
sold. The JaGUaR 600 family launched in 1983 and was built until 1994. 

#10,000

in 1998, the 10,000th CLaaS forage harvester was produced, and the 800 series began at 
the same time. This series was a success around the world, and in some countries it even 
gained a market share of 60 percent. Due to the high production quantities, the 15,000th 
self-propelled JaGUaR was produced as early as 1998, also with special paintwork.

The 800 series, with five models ranging from the JaGUaR 830 with 357hp to the JaGUaR 
900 with 650hp has been available since 2000.

#20,000

in 2004, CLaaS built the 20,000th JaGUaR. This landmark figure was also celebrated 
with a specially equipped machine. in 2007, the new 900 series was introduced, featuring 
the JaGUaR 930, 940, 950, 960, 970 and 980, with 429hp to 860hp. as early as 2008, the 
25,000th JaGUaR rolled off the assembly line in harsewinkel, Germany and was purchased 
and delivered to a customer in Wisconsin.

#30,000

in november 2011, the 30,000th JaGUaR forage harvester rolled off the assembly 
line at the plant in harsewinkel. For this milestone, CLaaS again gave the JaGUaR 
an extra-special paint job. a fierce, gleaming black JaGUaR 980 was put on 
display at the agritechnica 2011 trade show in hanover, Germany. 

Check it out at:  http://tinyurl.com/30KJAG

Machine of the Year 2012
The JaGUaR reached not only a production milestone in 2011, but received an industry 
honor. at agritechnica 2011, the JaGUaR was named “machine of the Year 2012”—an  
honor voted on by trade magazines across europe. 

1919  CLAAS production moves to 
Harsewinkel, Germany, where 
the company manufactures 
straw binders. 

1921  The first CLAAS patent is  
issued for a knotter for efficient 
straw binding. 

1931  Production begins on the first 
straw balers. 

1972  The 60 SF, the first two-row  
self-propelled corn forage 
harvester, is made by CLAAS. 

1973  The first JAGUAR in name, the 
80 SF, is introduced. 

1975 The JAGUAR 70 SF debuts as 
a two-row harvester. More than 
500 JAGUAR harvesters are  
sold to date. 

1983  A new range of JAGUAR self-
propelled forage harvesters,  
the 600 series, launches. 

1998  The 10,000th JAGUAR is 
produced and the JAGUAR 800 
series is introduced.

2004  The 20,000th JAGUAR leaves 
the assembly line with a special 
coat of lacquer.

2011  The 30,000th JAGUAR, in 
commemorative black paint,  
is produced.

Timeline: How We Got to 30,000t 
A JAGUAR History
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“As the fourth largest agricultural equipment 
manufacturer in the world, CLAAS has 
spent the last 99 years delivering innovation 
and a superior customer experience in 
the field,” explained Bob Armstrong, Vice 
President of Product and Marketing. “We 
wanted that same quality experience to 
be reflected throughout our new North 
American site. This upgrade is a step in the 
right direction and an important component 
to even greater improvements we have 
planned for the future.”

Frequent visitors will notice a more user-
friendly look on the home page—with more 
white space and a prominent banner that 
directs users to the most frequently visited 
sections of the site. To get a better view 
of the innovation and engineered design 
of CLAAS products, video content can 
be found throughout product sections to 
convey the advantages of each model. 

One of the greatest upgrades to the site 
was to supply growers with access to local, 
regional and national weather and local 
market information so convenience is always 
at your fingertips.

Call it the local co-op coffee group gone viral. What once was a group of growers catching up in town and in person, has 
evolved into a whole new way of sharing information and creating partnerships. Thanks to Facebook, YouTube and other 
social media channels, any producer with an internet connection also has a virtual connection to their peers and vendors. 

CLaaS knows how valuable online tools are. That’s why we’re more focused than ever to ensure our customers are up to 
date on our products and innovations. Check out the ways you can connect online with us!

New! CLaaS Website 

In April, CLAAS launched a newly designed architecture for 
our North American website. The fresh look more closely 
integrates our different lines of harvesting and foraging 
equipment. The update is part of a company-wide effort to 
improve the customer experience on every level. 

� www.claasofamerica.com

Keeping You Connected – in Real Time



� http://www.youtube.com/user/CLAASofAmerica
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CLaaS Youtube Channel    

YouTube may be best known for funny videos of people’s kids, pets 
and general shenanigans. However, for the ag industry, it’s the perfect 
vehicle for bringing stories to life and giving growers an up-close look 
at the latest technologies. 

On the CLAAS YouTube channel, visitors have access to videos that 
show the beauty of the machines, as well as detailed animations of 
what makes these products work. Updates to keep customers up on 
the latest trends and first-person producer stories show the value of 
CLAAS products in a way like no other.  

Specifically geared to the North American market, YouTube helps 
you get connected and stay connected to the best that CLAAS 
has to offer. Check it out today and get connected by becoming a 
subscriber to our channel.

A 2011 American Farm Bureau Federation survey found that among the 98 percent of farmers and ranchers aged 
18-35 who have access to the Internet, 76 percent use social media. But this trend isn’t only for the young. Growers 
around the world use tools like Facebook, YouTube and Twitter to talk with each other, support each other, promote 
their products and share goodwill. 

Examples run the gamut, from turmeric farmers in India who created a Facebook group to help sustain demand for 
their crop to farmers in the Northeast who are learning about sustainable agriculture through social media tools. 

CLaaS on Facebook 

Facebook brings people together like no other medium. Nearly every 
day, you’ll find a post from CLAAS—whether it’s a new product 
announcement, photos from a product show or the announcement of 
our latest contest winner. What really makes our Facebook our own, 
though, are the posts and photos from our customers who want to 
share their stories because they believe in CLAAS products. 

Join the thousands who have found us on Facebook—“friend” us 
today and see how you can get connected globally with the CLAAS 
network of growers! 

� http://www.facebook.com/yourclaas

Keeping You Connected – in Real Time
CLAAS Online

The YouTube channel also highlights the most recent performance 
challenges, customer testimonials and new product innovations.
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2012’s New Forage All-Stars

•	 An	83"	working	width	to	pick	up	the	widest	windrows	thoroughly	without	
soiling the forage.

•	 16	steel-roller	design	stands	up	to	the	most	demanding	silage	baling—with	up	
to eight reinforcement plates for absolute reliability.

•	 A	new	MPS	II	(Maximum	Pressure	System)	that	delivers	a	higher	bale	density	
with less tractor power and an even more finessed product with perfectly 
round, highly compacted and optimally storable bales.

•	 Fully	automated	ROLLATEX	net	wrapping	that	takes	only	a	matter	of	seconds,	
or the classic, economical twine method, with the capacity to store up to 12 
rolls of twine.

•	 The	CLAAS	high-performance	wrapper	unit	covers	the	bale	with	6	layers	of	
stretch film in just 35 seconds while the next bale is being formed, and then 
lowers the wrapping table without stopping to gently drop the bale in the field. 

LiNeR 3100 Rotary Rake
Best windrow output in the 
shortest time.

The new LINER 3100 is paving the way 
in the CLAAS professional series center 
rake category. Its high working output 
makes it the ideal precursor to a forage 
harvester — creating windrows quickly, 
and at the same time maintaining high 
forage quality. The 3100 alone is able 
to efficiently transport on-road between 
jobs, without ever having to leave the 
cab. This workhorse also features:

•	 An	impressive	working	width	range—between	28.5'	–	32.8'	with	a	center	delivery	 
of	4.9'	to	8.5'	wide	windrows.

•	 Lifetime-lubricated	and	airtight	sealed	rotor	housing,	making	it	practically	 
maintenance free.

•	 Independent	lifting	of	each	rotor	into	a	headland	position	of	up	to	2.6'	for	 
maximum flexibility.

•	 A	generous	lift	height	in	the	center	of	the	rotors	to	drive	over	even	large	windrows	easily.
•	 3D	ground-contour	following,	thanks	to	Cardan	suspension	on	the	rotors	and	a	 

six-wheel chassis.
•	 Largest	twin-rotor	rake	in	the	industry.

ROLLaNt 375 UNiWRaP Baler
Wrap on the go.

It’s the prime choice for cost-effective silage, 
hay and straw baling. The ROLLANT 375 
UNIWRAP produces dense, well-shaped bales 
that can be firmly wrapped or tied for easy 
transport and storage. Only the ROLLANT 
UNIWRAP can wrap bales with stretch film on 
the go. This class leader offers:

LiNeR 370t/LiNeR 450t 
Rotary Rakes
extra width for small tractors. 

The perfectly proportioned mate for 
small tractors, these new single-rotor 
rakes offer all the advantages of a 
high-performance trailed rake. Each 
features a new trailed parallel drawbar 
design with a large lifting height to avoid 
obstacles and an adjustable windrow 
guard that changes windrow width. 
The 370T and 450T are equipped with 
a	working	width	of	11'	6"	and	14'	6"	–	
making it easy for the trailed rakes to 
follow along, even over sloping terrain. 
These nimble innovations also offer:

•	 No-fuss	performance,	thanks	to	one	
single-acting spool valve that operates 
the trailed single-rotor rake.

•	 Parallel	lifting	of	the	rotors	via	two	
hydraulic cylinders at the drawbar and 
running gear that lift equally to drive 
over windrows.

•	 User-friendly	operation,	thanks	to:
 –  Only one hydraulic valve   

 required  
 –  Continuously lubricated and   

 airtight sealed rotor housing
 –  Long bearing spacing for  

 maximum stability
 –  CLAAS long-lasting cam tracks
•	 NEW!	On	the	LINER	370T,	11	tine	arms	

with four double tines per arm.
•	 NEW!	On	the	LINER	450T	a	rotor	

gearbox and 12 PROFIX tine arms with 
four double tines per arm.

Year after year, CLAAS aims to outdo itself by introducing new innovations to help producers get the job 
done faster, more efficiently and more economically. This year is no exception and includes everything 
you’ve come to expect from CLAAS—and even a little extra. Our newest rakes and balers lead the industry 
with features that take into consideration not only the machinery itself, but the people operating it. 

Here’s a closer look at some of the forage stars generating buzz in 2012.



7

The QUaDRanT 3300 large scale baler has gained attention not only from pleased producers, but also from a respected 
industry organization. 

earlier this year, the american Society of agricultural and Biological engineers (aSaBe) named the QUaDRanT 
3300 a winner of a prestigious ae50 award. it’s the seventh year in a row CLaaS has taken home the honor, 
which recognizes outstanding products in agricultural, food and biological systems. The award winners are 
those ranked highest in innovation, significant engineering advancement, and impact on the market served.

The award was presented at the aSaBe annual agricultural equipment Technology Conference. The QUaDRanT 3300 also 
was highlighted in a special issue of aSaBe’s Resource magazine.

Chosen from entries across the industry, the QUaDRanT 3300 stands out in a crowd. it’s designed to produce 48" x 35.5" 
highly compact, shape-holding bales in all conditions — setting new standards in its class for bale shape and bale quality. 
What’s more, it’s simple, easy-to-use and low in maintenance — bringing growers great value all around.

QUADRANT 3300 
takes Home 2012 Ae50 Award

Producing food as fuel for humans and animals 
has been the focus of agriculture for thousands 
of years. Today, there’s growing interest in a new 
aspect of production — making energy in the form 
of biofuels. With fossil fuels becoming ever more 
scarce, countries around the world are looking for 
renewable, and cost-effective, alternatives.

Biogas — the byproduct created when organic matter breaks down – is one 
emerging energy option. In fact, with bioenergy making up about 12 percent 
of global energy production today, biogas has become an important business 
segment in the agricultural industry. 

CLAAS recognizes how valuable this resource can be for producers and 
users alike. For more than 20 years, our company has been researching 
how biofuels produced from silage can work in sync with sustainability and 
economic efficiency. 

At the 2nd International CLAAS Biogas Symposium held in Germany this past 
January, presenters discussed the impact that renewable energy is making for 
the energy supply throughout the European Union. In Germany, there are more 
than 7,000 biogas plants now in service, generating about 18 billion-kilowatt 
hours of electricity for nearly 13 percent of all private households. In addition, 
the biogas industry has generated jobs—mainly in rural areas—for more than 
45,000 people.

Held for the second consecutive year, this year’s CLAAS Biogas Symposium 
had the motto “High Energy / 2012”. It brought some 500 national and 
international representatives and biogas industry experts to Harsewinkel 
to discuss current political, scientific and international developments in the 
biogas sector.

giving More Power to alternative energy Producers

The Biogas Market

The interest CLAAS has in biogas extends 
far beyond education. “We’re working every 
day to support producers with ways to 
enter the market and to help those already 
in the field to run their plants even more 
effectively,” stated Bob Armstrong, Vice 
President of Product & Marketing for CLAAS 
of America. He continues, “As a biofuel 
system partner, CLAAS adaptation and 
application of renewable energies to our 
product line is viewed on a global basis. Not 
only does it have a great impact globally, it 
is also relevant to the North American and 
Canadian markets we serve. The technology 
we bring to the forefront today in order to 
meet the German Renewable Energy Act 
will have a lasting impact on the way North 
American producers look at a developing 
market for sustaining the world’s energy 
supply.”



CLAAS of America Inc.
8401 S. 132nd Street
Omaha, NE 68138

www.claasofamerica.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. POStage

Paid
omaha, ne

PeRmiT no. 207

Visit Our North American Headquarters
Every year, CLAAS hosts thousands of guests at our North American 

production facility in Omaha. Among the guests this year were LEXION 
First Glance customers who got to drive their new LEXION combines 
off the line, State and National FFA officers as well as more than 100 

members of the National Farmers Union and a VIP delegation from the 
U.S.-Russia Business Council. 

Come see us in person. 
To schedule your own personal visit and tour of the plant, contact 

Brandon Olstad at 402-861-1059 or brandon.olstad@claas.com.  

(Tours do require advance notice; please call/email ahead.)

Valid at authorized CLaaS dealer 
locations toward the purchase 
of genuine CLaaS-branded 
lubricants or hand tools. 

Offer expires September 30, 2012. 
Dealers: See the applicable CLAAS Parts Bulletin for details.

Get 10% OFF!
Try any of our CLAAS lubricants  
or CLAAS / King Tony hand tools 

through September and 

 

Yo u ’r e  I n v I t e d : 

CLAAS Plant Tours

Producers from across the country attended 
the U.S. Custom harvesters, inc. 2012 
annual Convention. held march 1-3 at the 
heartland events Center in Grand island, 
ne, the convention gathered more than 500 
organizations and 913 members to visit the 
tradeshow, tour area production facilities and 
take part in educational clinics. 

as a sponsor, CLaaS facilitated a tour of the 
omaha plant and sponsored a lunch, where 
Bob armstrong, Vice President of Product and 
marketing, was the featured speaker. attendees 
also heard CLaaS Product Coordinator matt 
Jaynes present the latest JaGUaR innovations 
at the CLaaS forage clinic. and those stopping 
at the CLaaS tradeshow display received a 
special ViP bag to take home. 

next year, USChi will join agConnect in Kansas 
City, mo, January 29-31, 2013 — and CLaaS 
will look forward to being there. 

CLAAS at the 
USCHI Convention

Save 
10%!

www.agconnect.com


